The One Ummah

One of the unique features of Islam is that it is a religion of unity - even more, it is a uniting faith, with the full meaning of this word.  It stands for the unity of gods into one real God: Allah; for the unity of all mes​sengers and Prophets in their message into one basic message: LA ILAHA ILA ALLAH (There is no God but Allah); for the unity of the spiritual and material sides of the indi​vidual into an integrated whole - the human being, for the unity of  the earth and heavens into one universe, for the unity of the present world and the world to come, for the unity of all human beings in their origin (a single male-Adam, and his wife); and for the unity of all believers into one MUSLIM Ummah. This last aspect of unity - unity of the believers and the implications of "one Ummah" is the focus of this Khutbah.  

An examination of the Qur’an reveals that the word Ummah is mentioned 49 times; The two words "one Ummah" are repeated 9 times.

The Arabic word Ummah is some-times translated as nation, or community.  It comprises those individuals who have something basic common among them.  All the messengers and Prophets of Allah be-longed to one and the same Ummah because they had the same creed, religion, and message.

Islam binds the hearts of all believers and joins us in one Ummah.  It protects us against weakness and disunity, and against failure and loss.  The objectives of the united Ummah of the believers is to worship Allah (in the broad sense of worship), to deeper-form da'awa to Allah, and to work for the real​ization of the deen of Allah. The bond that binds the members of this Ummah is I'man (faith).  It is, and should be, stronger than all other bonds such as race, color, or national origin.  It is even stronger than blood rela​tionships.  The stronger the I'man, the stronger is the bond between the members of the Ummah.  Among the verses of the Qur'an which describe the relations between the believers are the following: 
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"Verily this Ummah of yours is a single Ummah, and I am your Lord and Cherisher:
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therefore serve Me (and no other)" (Qur'an 21:92). 
The believers are but a single brother​hood/sisterhood (Qur'an 49:10).
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The believers, men and women, are protectors and supporters one of another (Qur'an 9:71).
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The nature of the bond of Iman (faith) which unites the members of the Muslim Ummah and protects them against disunity is described in many prophetic sayings, in​cluding the following:

The Muslim is the brother to every other Muslim.
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The believer to the believer is like the parts of a building they strengthen and support each other.

The believer likes others. There is no good in one that does not like and is not liked by others.
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The true and sincere believer shares the feelings of other believers: their happiness and sorrow, as is described by the following prophetic saying:

The similitude of the believers in their kindness, love, and affection, in their mer​cifulness, and in their sympathy and com​passion towards one another, is like a body, when one organ ails, the whole body suffers.

Islam requires that the bond of Iman (faith) be translated into action.  Every Muslim should work for forming one strong and disciplined Jama'a (community), which is part of the ONE Muslim Ummah.  Many prophetic sayings emphasize the importance of Jama'a, including the following:
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The Jama'a is mercy and the disunity is a punishment.

Allah will not unite my Ummah on falsehood.  The hand (and support) of Allah is with the Jama'a.

The importance of Jama'a is demon​strated by the fact that the obligatory articles of worship (Ibadat) provide more rewards for being conducted in Jama'a, and in some cases, are required to be conducted in Jama'a:
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- Congregational daily prayers have the reward of twenty-seven (or twenty-five) individual prayers, as is clear from the say​ing of the Prophet (PBUH):

- Jumua'a (Friday) prayers have to be performed in Jama'a.

- Siam (Fasting) is a group action by the Jama'a for the month of Ramadan, as pre​scribed by Allah.

- Hajj (Pilgrimage) is a group action by Muslims from all over the world, at a pre​scribed time, in a prescribed place, to perform a set of prescribed rituals.
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Even some of the optional righteous deeds are more rewarded when performed in Jama'a. As an example, studying the book of Allah in a group in the Masjid. The Prophet (PBUH) said:

Any group of people that meet in one of the houses of Allah to recite the book of Allah and study it, Allah will shower them with tranquility and mercy, the angels will surround them, and Allah will mention them to His other creations.

The Prophet (PBUH) wanted even the appearance of the Muslims to display unity. When he saw the companions sitting in dif​ferent corners of the mosque, he ordered them to come closer to each other.

The Jama'a in Islam is the power that works for the deen of Allah.  It guards and protects the lives and interests of Muslims.  The disunity destroys the work for Allah and the interests of Muslims.  It results in humili​ation and failure.  Allah (SWT) used very strong words in the Qur'an to warn against disunity.  Examples are provided by the fol​lowing verses from the Qur'an:
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Be not like those who are divided amongst themselves, and fall into disputations after receiving clear signs.  For them is a dreadful penalty (Qur'an 3:105).

And fall not into disputes, lest you lose your hearts and your power depart (Qur'an
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8:46).

And be not among those who join gods with Allah. Those who split up their religion and become sects (Qur'an 30:31,32).

[image: image15.png]NS ESPPWRITRYY P¥ JURLE Iy
. "U":'}"s (""."‘ Crd Ll
(Yo A0 o — pla¥) 5 g )




As for those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you have no part in them in the least (Qur'an 6:159).

[image: image16.png]a0 Lo el o sl e
aaf pupd 4l ¢ Ade joanld
Y1 Cigasd | dsland 3 bin



The Prophet (PBUH) commanded us to remain with the Jama'a, even if we do not like their methodology, provided, of course, they do not violate the Qur'an and Sunnah:
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Anyone who dislikes the actions of his/her leader should persevere with pa​tience (provided, of course, these actions are not violating the Qur'an and Sunnah), because anyone who deviates from the Jama'a a hand-span and dies, will die on Jahiliya (Ignorance).

The Prophet (PBUH) made stern warnings against disputes and quarrels:

Do not fall into disputations.  The people before you fell into disputations and per​ished.

A group of Muslims do not become a Muslim Jama'a until and unless each of them contributes to, and actively partici​pates in the activities of the Jama'a: until and unless each of them sacrifices some of his/her money, effort, and talent to the Jama'a.

Let us remember that forming one strong Muslim Ummah is a Fard (obliga​tory duty).  We should start by having one strong Jama'a in our community.  Needless to say, having one Jama'a, united under the banner of La Ilaha ila Allah  will qualify us to receive the guidance and support of Allah.  This Jama'a can facilitate the application of Islamic principles in every aspect of the life of individual Muslims.  To establish a true Muslim Jama'a, we need to address the two major problems:

1. Divisions along cultural, ethnic, and racial lines, which persist in many Muslim com​munities.  We need to assert our brotherhood / sisterhood in La Ilaha Ila Allah, and re​member that the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) included Abu Bakr-the Qurashite; Salman the Persian; Suhaib the Roman; and Bilal the Ethiopian.  Out of the highly race- and tribe- conscious city of Mecca came a unique example of Islamic brotherhood.  We need to make a conscious effort to bridge the ethnic and race barriers, and integrate all Muslims in our cultural, social, and recreational activi​ties, as we are all integrated in congregational prayers.

2. Individualistic, self-centered, and selfish attitudes, which are prevalent in Mus​lim communities.  We need to appreciate the fact that our interests, our well-being, and even our identity will be threatened by maintaining these attitudes.  Many of our goals (such as preserving our Islamic identity, providing vigorous Islamic education to the children and adults, and establishing a strong financial base) can only be accomplished through concerted effort of the members of the Jama' a.

We pray to Almighty Allah to give us the guidance and support in forming a strong Muslim Jama'a; to make us realize the im​portance of this goal; and to protect us against disputes and disunity. Amen.
